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Introduction 
ike The National Farmers Union welcomes this opportunity of representing 
its Alberta members on policy matters affecting farmers in the province of 
Alberta. 
2, The National Farmers Union is a new concept in farm organization in 
Canada. It is predicated on the belief that farmers across this nation must 
become a strong and viable force through mutual support of a single, direct 
membership organization. We believe this concept of afarmers' organization 
is the only one which can provide farmers with sufficient potential resources 
to act as an adequate countervailing force in an economic climate hostile to 
the survival of the farm family as the dominant food producer in Canada. 
This understanding of our organization, we believe, has not been fully accepted 


or appreciated by your government. Forthis reason we wish to enlarge 


further on the nature of the NFU in Alberta. 


Need for National Farm Organization 

3. Our organization claims to represent farmers, not agriculture, We 
differentiate between farmers ord agriculture because agriculture embraces 
not only basic food production of farmers, but the vested interests of the total 


agri-business community which often is parasitic in nature because it exploits 
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-and profits from the labour and investment of farm people, The policy 

interests of the agri-business sector are often, in fact, detrimental to farmers. 
Farmers can no longer afford to over-compromise their own rights and interests, 
4, If we examine at closer range the nature of the agri-business sector, it | 
is frequently found to be Over-expanded and under-utilized. Its inefficiencies 
are, inturn, subsidized by farmers who receive unstable prices for farm 
products or pay rising costs for input commodities. Farmers, on the other 
hand, are encouraged to ever greater efficiency levels to support service and 
Supply industries which do no more than compete for sales of their goods and 
Services through franchised dealers at pre-determined administered prices 
established by their corporate masters. 

5. The current hostility of the economic climate toward the survival of the 
family farm is therefore generated by the fact that the prime forces in trade 

of farm products are controlled by national and international corporations who 
control the marketing, distribution and pricing of the vast majority of farm 


products and which are rapidly encroaching upon the basic production or 


control of production of farm products. Farmers struggling for economic 
survival within the confines of provincial organizational jurisdictions labour 
at a distinct disadvantage in mustering adequate countervailing power to 


influence the course of their destiny. Because many farm problems are 
national and international in nature, they are often beyond the powers of 
provincial governments. Indeed on occasion they are beyond the power of 
our national government as well. 

6, Thousands of farmers in this province understand this basic concept 


and source of the farm problems which confront them. They have become 
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ave 
part of the National Farmers Union by choice, because they know their future 
is dependent upon their active personal involvement in a farmers’ organization 


comprised totally of farmers, producing every conceivable food product, from 


coast to coast in Canada. We assure you that we do and will represent an 


ever-increasing number of Albertafarmers inthe coming months. The 


organizational leaders in Alberta are recruited only from among NFU members 
in Alberta, but their leadership qualities can, through the NFU, be shared for 


the common good of farmers in all parts of Canada. 


if In saying so, we do not ignore the need for or importance of representing 
farmers in the province of Alberta on issues of particular regional importance. 


Quite to the contrary. Provincial governments possess broad powers which, 
when exercised, can and do have profound influence on the course of farmers 
within their jurisdiction and sometimes indirectly affect farmers in areas 


beyond their boundaries. 


8. Governments at both the national and provincial levels are playing an 
increasingly dominant role in directing the potential fortunes of farmers. 


Contradictions in economic effect to farmers exist and can be tllustrated by 
pressures such as those which force greater efficiency and productivity from 
farmers on the one hand, but result in increasingly lower farm prices and 
narrower margins of return on the other. 

9. This phenomenon is often recognized by farmers as a desire on the part 
of governments, whose power is primarily urban and consumer oriented, to 
perpetuate and expand a cheap food policy at the expense of farmers and 
sacrifice of the rural community. The drying up of rural communities as a 


result of economic starvation and depopulation then makes academic the 
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question of whether or not the rural community was, in fact, worth saving. 
The problems of pollution, crime, over-population, unemployment and poverty 
of the major cities, on the other hand, offer dubious alternatives. 

10, Many thousands of farmers in the province of Alberta are on the cutting 
edge of bankruptcy because they are not sharing in the growth of prosperity 
experienced by other sectors within the province. _ 

11, Wages and salaries inthe non-farm sector of Alberta during 1969 
increased by 16.2% while average weekly earnings increased by 9.1%. 

12. Farm cash receipts onthe other hand declined by 20.3% in 1969, with 
realized net income 22.4% below 1968. The index of farm costs increased 

by 5% in 1969 over 1968, Farm productivity on the other hand continues to 
expand. 

13. Forthese reasons, the concept of unstable returns to farmers becomes 
increasingly less tolerable as higher capitalization, technology and skills are 
demanded. Farmers are forced to protect their growing investments against 
bankruptcy. Some choose greater productivity in efforts to maximize 
efficiency. Others seek stability through greater diversification. Still others 
seek security through contractual arrangements with corporations, which, 

in our view, pose the greatest single threat to the future security of farmers. 
Certainly contractual arrangements are sometimes necessary, but the 
farmer's bargaining position is all too often from a position of weakness rather 
than strength. 

14, The NFU believes farmers, through strong group action, Can assure 
themselves of a greater degree of justice and security in bargaining collectively 


over the terms and conditions of trade with corporations than farmers can do 


individually. 
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15. We believe it is extremely important that governments at all levels 
| realign their philosophical approach toward the farm family and the need for 
maintaining it as the dominant food producer in our country. 
16. We are not suggesting a paternalistic role be played by government. 
We believe farmers alone must be responsible for providing leadership, 
organization and participation in the development and execution of policies 


which will provide the economic and social justice they seek. The role of 


government must, however, provide legislation and support, where required, 
to prevent the continuing exploitation and injustices to which farmers have 


been subjected for generations. 


Egg Production and Marketing 


17, The degree to which the corporate sector can and does encroach upon 
the right of access to a market which a farmer must have to survive can most 
certainly be illustrated by the plight of some egg producers in this province, 
18. Egg producers in this province have a producers! marketing board. 

All egg producers had an opportunity to vote on the question of whether or 

not such a Board should be organized. What the Board could never do and 
has still not done was guarantee producers, to whom it has accorded production 
quotas, that a market for their quotas in fact existed. The role of provincial 
marketing boards as they now exist merely restricts the production of farm 
products and assembles them at producer expense, for exploitation by 
agri-business interests. 

19, Access to the market is the one essential requirement of any egg 
producer, The establishment of a price without a market is useless. The 


all important ; control of the market and the discretion to purchase has remained 
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in the hands of the corporate buyers, as has the right to undermine the market 


pricing efforts of the Board by importing eggs into the province from other areas. 


20. We regard such business practices, although technically legal, as a form 
of corporate crime against farmers. 

21. Research carried out by the National Farmers Union into the egg problem 
in Alberta has shown that: 


i) 89% of Alberta egg producers have quotas below 10, 000 dozen. 
These producers share only 19% of the total Alberta egg quota, 


ii) 11% of Alberta egg producers have quotas over 10, 000 dozen and 
share 81% of the total Alberta egg quota, 


iii) 2% of Alberta egg producers have quotas over 100, 000 dozen and 
share 44% of the total Alberta egg quota. 


iv) 75% of egg production in Manitoba can now be processed by Ogilvies, 
a subsidiary of Labatt's Breweries. 


v) Labatt's Breweries subsidiaries are also connected with egg 
production in Alberta. 


vi) Cal-Ed Poultry Farm Eggs (Edmonton) Ltd., a subsidiary of 
Labatt's, indirectly forced the Alberta Egg Marketing Board to 
reduce the price of ''A'' Large Eggs from 38¢ to 33¢. 


vii) Cal-Ed Poultry Farm Eggs (Edmonton) Ltd., Western /lberta 
Produce, and 5th Avenue Produce are importing eggs from 
Manitoba to fill requirements in Alberta. 


viii) Alberta Poultry Marketers Co-op Ltd. (farmer-owned) obtain 
their egg requirements from Cal-Ed Poultry Farm Eggs 
(Edmonton) Ltd. 


ix) Maple Leaf Mills, Northwest Feeds and Alberta Poultry 
Marketers Co-op Ltd. also have interests in egg production 


in Alberta. 


x) The /lberta government is responsible for supplying eggs to 
the various provincial institutions, and has been awarding 
contracts to such wholesalers as Western Alberta Produce Ltd. 
who filled such contracts with eggs brought in from Manitoba, 
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22, | The National Farmers Union has no objection to eggs coming into 
Alberta, provided such eggs are not used to manipulate the price. The same 
applies to Alberta eggs being moved into the B. C. market. 
23. The difficulties in egg marketing experienced by some producers has 
revealed that policies affecting production and marketing of eggs tend to 
favor producers integrated with agri-business corporations, 
24, The provincial Egg Marketing Board has been encouraging the establish- 
ment of malenge plants with a view to Eeeounice the production of producers 
who have lost access to market on a ‘purchase by weight" basis. The Egg 
Marketing Board holds the opinion that this policy would eliminate the problem 
of costly grading of small lots and also what they claim to be a "poorer quality" 
product. 
25. The National Farmers Union finds these proposals unacceptable because 
they would result ina lower net return to such producers (20¢ per dozen 
average has been suggested by the Egg Marketing Board), Further, an un 
grade egg should entitle any producer to a grade "A" price. 
26. Assuming a market for production out of melange plants, the National 
Farmers Union has no objection to their operation. The policy affecting 
diversion of eggs to melange plants by the Egg Marketing Board must, however, 
be based on a pro-rated amount of each producer's quota, thereby eliminating 


discrimination between producers. 


27. This problem might be dealt with if the Egg Marketing Board were to 
establish a fund to defray the cost of grading shipments from producers with 


a current yearly quota of 10, 000 dozen or less. 
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28. The Egg Marketing Board could collect this fund in one of two ways, 
namely: 


i) Increase the current Egg Marketing Board license levy of 1/2¢ 
per dozen to all producers by 1¢ per dozen, or 


ti) Increase the current Egg Marketing Board license levy of 1/2¢ 
per dozen to all producers by 1/2¢ per dozen and arrange for 
the Provincial Government to match this increase for a total 
increase of 1¢ per dozen. 
29. According to current quota figures, producers with quotas of 10, 000 
dozen and less produce 19% (approximately 1/5) of the production. The 
additional levy of 1¢ per dozen would provide approximately 5¢ per dozen 
to defray costs. 
30. This policy would replace Egg Marketing Board regulation 170/69 
which the National Farmers Union considers discriminatory against the 


under 10, 000 dozen producer. 


Anti-Corporation Farming Law 


31. The exposure by the NFU of the degree of corporate control in egg 
production in this province is but one small glimpse of the corporate lust 
and greed for economic power and control which threatens the future 
livelihood of farmers in Canada. 


32. The question which farmers are now asking themselves is whether 


your government will continue to support the conglomerate thirst for 


production and market control of the Labatt's Brewing complex -- ofr FARMERS? 


33. It is a disquieting fact to us that many individual farmers are hostage 
to a giant international corporation which holds long-term mortgages on 
their farms and that they are how chained to an egg production treadmill for an 


indeterminate number of years. They have, infact, been required to purchase 
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a "right to market" their production in a pricing structure that does not 
guarantee them a continuing margin of profit on either their investment or 
labor. The risk is totally assumed by farmers. 
34, It is a further disquieting fact when one realizes that credit from a 
government source, such as the Industrial Development Bank, is used to aid 
and abet the corporate take-over of food production. 
35. If suchfarmers are once again to become masters of their own destiny 
or even have a semblance of its control, the headlong plunge of the corporate 
take-over of food production must be halted, 


36. We recommend your government introduce an anti-corporation farming 


law as was done by the State of North Dakota in 1932 and is still on the statutes 


of that state today. 


Compulsory Check-Off on Farm Products 


37. We are aware of the request for a compulsory check-off on the sale of 

farm products that has been proposed to your government by Unifarm for, 

among other purposes, the financing of commodity organizations. 

38. Wecan think of no easier way of further exploiting farmers in supporting 
narrowly based self-interest organizations through taxation without representation. 
The tunnel vision engrained in the farm policies of some organizations is widely 

in evidence and contributes nothing toward rationalizing a common policy goal 

for farmers or the conflicts of interests that are inherent among farmers 
themselves. 

39. The NFU strongly opposes such commodity check-offs and our members 


would vigorously oppose their introduction in this or any other province, 
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‘Public Ownership of Power Utilities 
40. Within a short time, the report of the Public Utilities Board on the 
application for rate increases requested by Canadian Utilities Ltd. will be 
released. 
41. It is aforgone conclusion that the report will recommend increases in 
power rates. Interim increases pending the hearings being conducted by the 


Board were granted last winter. The initial experience indicates power rates 


to consumers have increased substantially on the basis of the interim increases. 


42, The CUL application for rate increases has, we believe, been totally 
unjustified. The Financial Post "Survey of Industrials 1969'' reports CUL's 
net income in 1968, after allowances for depreciation, interest and taxes, of 
$3, 830, 000 on total sales of $15, 263, 000, ora net income return of 25%. 
This compares to a net income return of 21.6% in 1967. 

43, It is to be expected that if CUL's rate increase applications are granted, 
Calgary Power iid. will similarly apply and be accorded rate increases, 
although its 1968 net income of $9,950, 000 on gross revenue of $46, 493, 000 
represents a return of 21.4%. 

44, Because of the absence of free market determination of prices and 
regulation of services in an industry that is semi-monopolistic, regulation 

of electrical utilities has been attempted in most provinces. Alberta and 
Prince Edward Island remain the only provinces without provincially operated 
electric power systems. 

45, The cost of rural electrification to the farming areas of this province 
has been in many cases prohibitive. It is well known that a private utility 


approaches the problem of extending service from a strictly profit motive. 
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We believe this concept becomes outmoded when the needs of people are 
being unduly exploited or cannot be met. In such circumstances, government 


has a duty to fulfill the needs and expectations of its people. 


46. We recommend that the privately owned power companies in Alberta be 


brought under public ownership, taking into consideration the following points: 


a) Deposit reserves demanded by power companies for initial 
installations be returned to the depositors. 


b) Owners of the rural electrification system be fairly 
compensated. 


c) Inequities in power charges between consumers be adjusted. 


Government Loans to Farmers 

47, In offering to farmers the opportunity to borrow interest-free $1000 loans 
to tide them over the winter, your government has indicated recognition of the 
severe economic depression with which the majority of farmers in some areas 
of the province were faced. 

48,  Eligibilities for this loan were similar to those of welfare applicants 

who are not required to repay any funds received. 

49, Because of the current serious economic situation facing farmers, 
including the absence of final grain payments this spring, we recommend 


that outstanding loans be regarded as forgivable loans by your government 


and be written off. 


Moratorium on Farm Dek 


50. The terms and conditions under which farmers operate their farms have 


altered drastically since the grim, dark days of the 1930's. Technology and 


machinery have in large measure replaced the need for labor, and farm credit 
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has become the life-blood of farm operations. This type of farm operation 
is dependent upon production and sales at fair prices for survival. 
51. Many of our farmers today draw nearer to the prospects of bankruptcy 
as the adjustments being imposed upon them as a result of lower grain sales 
and reduced alternate choices in production which limit and restrict their 
income earning opportunities. Clearly the Agricultural Relief Adjustment Act 
is out-dated in the modern concept of farm debt adjustment. 
52, Inthe current situation, the need for more adequate farm debt legislation 
becomes a matter of growing urgency. Some farm debts fall within federal 
jurisdiction, Our organization has requested up-dating of the Farmers Creditors 
Arrangement Act. Many farmers are indebted for cash advances and to the Farm 
Credit Corporation. 
53. Farm machinery debts contracted with machinery companies or banks 
present themselves as a growing problem area of repossessions. / farmer 
without farm machinery or supply credit cannot long hope to remain in business. 
54, In circumstances where afarmer faces bankruptcy due to economic 
or market conditions which he cannot alter, government has a clear responsibility 
to intervene on behalf of the farmer. Certainly, in many instances, lack of 
production is not the problem. 


55. The current economic slump which threatens our entire nation holds 
a particu larly devastating threat to farmers. 
56. Weurge your government pursue every possible action necessary to 


protect farmers from unjust repossession and disposition of the means of 


their livelihood. 



























nolteveqe ova? to savi eidT , anoiis edo arti 10 bookd- ait 


mas 
ABViTtHe Tot gor7o tia? je eolee2 GAS | powoubeTG noge arabs m9 


w= ee i ee ee rere? 


ier] 
— 
of 
a 
tag? 
8 
& 
3 


, * be ot 4... ris ee , + a : - Fg , ret ; « e 
Yoiquransd to closgeo1g off of torsen weth ysbo? 2 


by . : r 4 i4 ¢ ~~ te 1 
. . — ee: co & os eee “~ ov 9 “rare ce ’ ’ erry ’ 
SSi86 fUSTQ ISWGi 10 FVEST A BAR IOI HOON pseeOanry BD} 
= fi 


7 
$ 14 +23. eo an owen t e .< ras he wen ~ 
7 tions Injizteet Sas tiesil : c jI9ubeTe 81.2 BOLD sts otis be 


> 
593 


‘ f : ” > ¢. s ra 4 t ' i w - < p~ 

A +» - 4 tt ae ao P’, bo f, ws a oh A , - uel : : 
394 wemseurbs isiiesA larusiue SDT Viiteosa. « BSI AT MS POGGeO Baivtas : 
. : . : ’ 


‘ ‘ id n » 
UB te ewer ay te . ~ Od © > 8, a ey, Avg ) eee ip 
Pe isccitse te 16) 732i 30 $279 90C9 WISOVUN! of al DBIe 





wsph aitny 2tt { + baa 3 ied « © Prneien rey re RAR UF : > | - 

POR .BIBSl F960 Creel wseHpsbs ot oot 107] besn NnoOjisute Is a ert a a 
eae tne De } a ek teat, pee .: reponse sé ; ‘ ne rV8e © es . - 
$H'1Se9t ol riiw Gist etds! iet en070 «CCRwES U QO) wOTg ID team & s 


eottetD wiearts wi3 to eniteh-cav beteaunes a6 tesis 





1D VTS ndiw Dotaetines aideb visnidosm mate 





HO Se as err oy eG ore Leleioer? mhrereue : — ae 
ro CSP tone wv A. ” ene 8 5 Oe Ge 3 y WOR S 25 i> Vigect ssid -- > Bs ’ 
72 erie riceh oo aie ceraer aad « a. : 
© eRe tee «eid ORD Diy a3 Ty Set} VPRO) EET, rl oti > E25 tel 
Mehe To Wqde8 30 Yale Oy Fr 


8 , ‘ cj ps: a ce SPELT i 3 t9i;" 229ngtantvorks # ] 


‘yhitdlenouse: tesi2.5 asd tnemirtavon -sattl: 


- Sate ae 


JONES od dolev soghibnos ted 


2 495) .tonsiani vy Sir ey ovina’ ~arrev ec? off TOE ann 
BAR os is a Sipe. ek on ie tN © oth a la a, Fer Sty. fe bt Tvs O8ihy 16 Saag no sna 








hoes HS Ried Bi 7 








PRE nets) Of Spent gikisteaveb 











oui initia BS 9idhaBog: \apeniebie q nemonavag. THOY g1u.3¥ 
A ae 
ae at os 









Challenge of the Task Force Report 

97, The release of the report of the Federal Task Force on Agriculture 
contains several disquieting recommendations insofar as the future of farming 
is concerned. 

58. Never before have farmers been so ruthlessly or callously dealt with 

in any government-sponsored study. The clear and unmistakable intent of 

the Task Force Report is that the federal government totally abandons farmers 
to the vagaries of the free market system. It has condemned most farmers as 
being totally redundant, hardly an inspiring thought for farmers. 

59. The implications of the Task Force recommendations to the farmers 

and rural communities of this province and the other prairie provinces are 
unmistakable. Recommendations to abandon the Temporary Wheat Reserves 
Act, Prairie Grain Advance Payments Act, the Feed Freight Assistance Program 
and Prairie Farm /ssistance Act will in themselves end all the major assistance 
programs now available tofarmers. The impact of reducing total wheat acreage 
to 15 million acres is more severe still. 

60. The National Farmers Union has steadfastly supported the orderly 
marketing of all grains, including restoration to Canadian Wheat Board 
jurisdiction of grain purchased by off-quota feed mills and feed lots. Current 
policies in respect to feed grain marketing and pricing are hastening the 
industrialization and take-over of a growing volume of animal production. 
Farmers can no longer rely on the inalienable right to produce farm products 
simply because they are farmers. 


industry are certain to result in a further drastic decline of dairy producers and 


loss of farm income. 
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62. Inbrief, the basic issue which faces farmers in this country is one of 
Survival. Whose interests can be served by forcing a growing number of 
farmers from the land to the urban slums of the nation? Who will pay the 
economic and social costs of painful adjustment? Who will control food 
production in this country? 
63. Clearly the trend does not favor the farm family. What is the 
position of your government relative to these very basic problems which 
confront farmers at this time? 
64, Farmers have no choice but to organize. It is their only hope for the 
future. The objective of the National Farmers Union is to undertake this 


formidable challenge. We invite your support and co-operation, 


All of which is respectfully submitted by 


THE NATICNAL FARMERS UNION. 


















‘eB - 


~ 


“3o ano 21 ysingoo vidi ai eromesl aeoet doldw sueel Olepe OAe = 
divers moe : ; is 7 
§ } : “—* osu 
te cedenic yoiworg £ naforat ed bavisn ed nes etaetedii snow ; 
| ae 
re _ er 
ort use HivrodW Snoiish ant io ecula ondty sit of baal sdf arort eten 


boot jortsoo Miwon Tineirtauthe Iuvtnisq to aleco injoce ble Ciaom 


Sytindos aidt oi moitoum 


: 


oid ef ieiW .ylicce'’ cruel 9d! rove? jon agob bnets saree iD 


f : x 
doidw enzaldotg oizad yvisv geod? of svitelet insirotsveR Woy te ont 


Semi? sidt ie Syeerte? jaorin 
| a 
ed} 103 ago: yino tis ci 3] .sxinggio of hid soiods On avs eremIem | 


aint sdehebnay of ai ooinl ervecrind lsnoite ed) to evitestde eat lee 


.00}is1ag0-09 bos hroqqne tuoy sival oW _agsefiads eidablamn 


a 


yd Deiiridue yiluticosqaet ei dainw to HA 


MOM CHEMAAT QAVZITAN HRT 








ay 
adie 
yt 


- 


wy 

a 

NLP LUG 
Bie 

fh 


aif 
Ge 

ME Leh an 
BE dan ttasta da 
oe ein Hi 
“i 


abs 


ite 
rey 


ah 





